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Genre Analysis


In analyzing the public writing genre that is the Text Message, one must first acknowledge the boundaries that restrict and control the genre. These boundaries and restrictions, that are determined by language, purpose , formality , and situation, are generally concrete and unchanging with most genres in public writing. With Text Messaging, the boundaries of language, purpose, formality, and situation are ultimately limitless. Text Messaging can be utilized in almost every social or professional relationship, it can regard any subject of conversation, and it can be used to appeal for any purpose. To thoroughly analyze Text Messaging’s role, one must consider the different purposes that are commonly prompting this communication, especially in accordance with the different relationships in which this communication is used, and the societal changes this modern writing genre is implementing.  While society continues to increase dependency on electronic communication and information, and has already become notably reliant, the role that Text Messaging plays in everyday life in America has become monumental. 

The possible purposes of Text Messaging are various, and often shaped in comparison with other modes of communication. Consider the traits of Text Messaging. Texting is quick, quiet, personal, common, and can be used for messages that can be important or insignificant. Text Messaging is practical because of these traits. Text Messaging is also practical because those involved can send and reply according to their own schedules, as opposed to a telephone call. Although it can be more efficient and direct, a telephone call can be disruptive and urges conversation to be completed all at once. Text Messaging conversations are less disruptive and allow more time to consider responses and purposes in the conversation. Another trait of Text Messaging to note is that it is most commonly an informal mode of communication. 


The purposes of Text Messaging can be as limitless as the purposes of regular conversation. The most common purposes behind this mode of communication fall under three general categories; Social purposes, Professional purposes, and Romantic purposes. These three categories are very broad and definitely will include some forms of category overlapping, but the purpose of all text messages would fall under at least one of these three. 


Text messaging has become, in mostly the past five or six years, a highly useful social tool. Text Messaging as a form of communication usually contains an intimacy that coincides with the intimacy of the personal and face to face relationships between messengers. This makes texting highly useful in that when a person may want to talk to or ask a question to a person they might not normally feel as comfortable approaching in person the opportunity to efficiently exchange information while keeping the conversation considerably impersonal.  Much social discomfort can be left avoided and personal social anxieties due to unfamiliarity can be eliminated. On the other hand, text messaging can be used very personably between closer acquaintances. Conversations not held in person can remain as secretive as whispers exchanged in person. Cell phones are considered very personal objects in modern society, so this technological communication plane creates a boundary less atmosphere that can easily be assumed confidentially. 


In the emergence of common Text Messaging, the social aspects were the first to be utilized. Not long after, was a professional epiphany. Text Messaging is an effective way to keep personal contact between employers and employees without crossing any boundaries that deal with the relationship between professional and social spheres. On top of this, employees can easily communicate with each other to deal with scheduling issues and desires. The trait of Texting that makes professional situations as easily included as social situations is the self-determination of formality. Using formal language, phrasing, and tone can transform Texting conversation into an appropriate professional situation. 


Let us not forget, perhaps the most important relationships in society; romantic ones. As a proud member of one of the first fully enveloped technological generations, I have seen and can attest to the role Text Messaging now plays in romantic relationships. As in the past, getting a girl’s telephone number meant one thing. Nowadays, it means a completely different thing. As in the past, a girl’s number would allow you to contact a home line and would give you a very brief, concentrated chance at getting the point across, nowadays opens up the Texting game. The Texting game gives a person the ability to discretely and inconspicuously flirt and make small talk without coming on too strong. The self-determined responsive nature of this communication decreases pressure and social stress that flirting might bring when done in person.


With all the new communicative traits that are associated with Text Messaging, it’s important to speculate as to what affects this genre of public speaking is having on society as a whole and the daily life of a person. On a negative note, constant Texting decreases face-to-face human interaction, might hinder some human social development, and is overall, a less thorough mode of communication. Some of the benefits are Texting’s incredible convenience, ability to easily communicate with a wide group of people that you may not normally see in person, and its subtlety. Like any other period of rapid technological change, people sometimes begin to question and fear the potential outcomes of our gradual reliance onto new technologies, but the truth of the matter is that every generation has survived these technological changes and there is nothing to fear. 


Conclusively, Text Messaging is having a monumental impact on both society as a whole and the personal life of an individual. With Text Messaging, the boundaries of language, purpose, formality, and situation are ultimately limitless. Text Messaging can be utilized in almost every social or professional relationship, it can regard any subject of conversation, and it can be used to appeal for any purpose. With these limitless boundaries and infinite purposes, Text Messaging is exactly what you make it. The affects Texting is having on society are noticeable and potentially destructive to the natural essence of human interaction, but as all time periods before us, we do not know the future and will imminently fear the change of the future. So fear not your smilies and LOLs. Embrace the relationships and purposes locked inside your cell phone, but keep in mind your technological dependence, and consider if the changes of technology are ones for which you want to be a frontrunner.

