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Personal Statement Analysis
Introduction

A personal statement is an integral part of the application process into graduate school. Whether it is in the field of Medicine, Science, English, or any other field, most graduate programs require that the applicant compose a personal statement. In combination with a resume and letters of recommendation, and curriculum vitae, the personal statement will be one of the deciding factors on admittance to a graduate program. It is a way for the applicant to give the school a feel of who they are apart from the formal application that will not convey any sort of personality. The main purpose of a personal statement is to give the writer an opportunity to sell themself to the admissions committee. It is an essay that should include research and career goals, and current experience in the field. Another important aspect the writer should include is why the institution they are applying to is the best place to reach those goals. Since personal statements within different fields vary greatly in what content is deemed most important, this analysis will be focusing on personal statements used for applying to graduate PhD programs in the biosciences.
Content

A personal statement is a window into their life’s goals, career aspirations and current accomplishments.  The introduction usually includes the root of interest in the subject and why they want to pursue a career furthering that interest. Personal interest and motivation differ greatly so as long as it seems passionate and genuine, the reason does not matter all that much. Many start with personal stories such as how a high school biology teacher sparked their interest, or how knowing someone with a genetic disorder has made them want to learn more to prevent it. Once interest in a certain field has been shown it is important to list career goals and what they want to contribute to science. This part of the statement establishes the personal connection with the reader. Once some sense of personality has been established the “business end” of the statement usually follows. 
Appeals

In a way, a personal statement can be seen as a persuasive essay. The overall goal is to persuade the reader that the applicant is the most qualified applicant for a program. As with every persuasive essay, the logical appeals must be effectively implemented. The most important aspect of the personal statement is developing ones credibility as an applicant. That is why the rhetorical appeal of ethos and logos should be heavily focused on when developing the statement. The admissions committee wants to see that the applicant is well rounded and knowledgeable in the subject. They want to see how all of the aspects of the undergraduate experience has developed the applicant. Therefore, most personal statements list how course studies, lab work, and the college experience have come together to shape the writers current status as a young scientist. Although not a requirement, most graduate programs in the biosciences do not accept people without prior research experience. Therefore a section of the statement is usually devoted to describing the undergraduate research project conducted. A brief statement of overall the goal of the project and what progress was made. Since the admissions committee likes to see what techniques were used, a list of lab procedures such as DNA subcloning, protein purification, and poly acrylamide gel electrophoresis is listed. On top of lab experience, any accolades such as publications, scholarships, and research grants are included. By listing all of the credentials one has, it uses logical appeals to further develop ones credibility as an applicant. 
Although it seems most important to develop the credibility of the writer, the third rhetorical appeal of pathos must also come into play. Like other forms of persuasive writing the element of the reader should be taken into account. Most make sure to mention certain individual’s labs they would like to work for, why they are interested in their particular research, and how they would fit in best with the program. It shows that the applicant has put some time into really investigating the school. To a certain degree, it adds some emotional appeal to the reader. It gives the reader a sense of pride for being a part of an institution that others want to become a part of. All of these things combined usually make up for most of the content in a personal statement but it is also very important to consider how the message is delivered. 

Tone

The personal statement is a formal application in an academic setting. It is meant to be heavily critiqued and partly shows that the writer has the ability to. Therefore most of the examples of personal statements have a very professional and academic tone. With that said, most personal statements are limited to about one to two pages in length depending on the school’s requirements. 

Conclusion

The personal statement is meant to give a graduate admissions committee a glimpse on the applicant’s interests and goals along with a gauge on their abilities of critical thinking and communication. Like mentioned before, the personal statement is a very important part of the application process in conjunction with letters of recommendation and resumes. However, the personal statement is different in that it will give the reader a personal feel to what the applicant is like. 
