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Forum Posts

Purposes of a forum post

A forum post can serve many purposes.  Web discussion forums, “forums” for short, appear in various different settings and contexts such as; academic world, social/political world.  Forums can also be found on websites for various purposes, such as, entertainment purposes.  For example, in the online gaming realm, usually many different websites arise for any given single game where users can get on and talk about various topics about the game itself. In the academic world, forums can be used to demonstrate knowledge about a particular subject, or to provide your own perspective (stance) of an issue.  In the social/political world, they allow the users to talk about their personal opinions on various issues ongoing in society.  In a sense, forum posts can be used for a wide range of purposes.  Users of this genre typically learn about a wide range of topics and can much better form their own opinions about the issue with the help of other people with a wide range of different opinions, in politics, to better gauge public opinion in a much more effective manner than public opinion polls. Generally, in the academic setting, before making a forum post with a stance on a particular issue, the writer will do a scaled down version of research to gain rapport for their arguments or point of view about a topic. 
Beneficial features of a forum post

Forums host a wide variety of features that are very beneficial in carrying out the main purpose of participating in forums.  The ability to hyperlink to external websites is an essential feature of forum posts because instead of doing the standard in-text citations to provide support for your claims, users can directly link to evidence.  The reader of the post no longer needs to go searching for the source.  Another beneficial feature, especially for someone that creates the topic, is to put a poll directly on their forum post. This feature is especially effective for someone that needs to conduct research about a topic.  They can go to a discussion board, ask the question, and expect users to vote as well as post a response.  Again, the public opinion poll has been shaped from just a standard short phrased question and statistics on how people voted, to an entire post about the issue, including background information, evidence, the actual votes, and the responses from the voters.  Additionally, in the political spectrum, public opinion polls could serve a much greater purpose using forums because voters would no longer need to “blindly vote.”  For example, if the candidates’ information could be listed in one forum post, with each candidate’s stance on a wide range of issues listed, voters could read through the information and then make a much more educated vote.  In the online gaming spectrum, users can use forum posts to discuss changes to the game, or provide direct feedback to the developers, or get help from other users on various issues they have with the game.  Also, forums can serve the role of a “marketplace” in a role playing game to buy, sell, and or trade items.
Rules of using forums

There are two different types of rules for forums.  There are expressly stated rules as well as implied rules.  The expressly stated rules can be found on each board.  They include things such as what content should not be posted, no spamming (posting messages that have no purpose on the forums – random bits of text or posting the same message over and over), appropriate versus inappropriate ones etc. Implied rules are essentially “societal” rules.  The rules are developed as various situations arise.  For example, if one user is attacking another user’s persona rather than their argument, this would be considered a violation of these implied rules. The implied rules change depending on a number of circumstances.  For example, an academic forum would probably have more strict implied rules than a more relaxed forum for a group of friends.
Opinions of forum posts

Users of forum posts use forums for a wide range of purposes.  Some use them as a way to “hear” as well as “get heard.”  Essentially, it allows people to more actively participate in a discussion instead of just being a bystander in the discussion.  This is especially important in today’s society with controversial issues for users to be able to better express themselves without the constraint of not being able to get their voices heard.

Conclusions

Conclusively, discussion forums serve an important purpose in social media.  It allows for more calm debates about controversial issues in society as well as allowing people from very different walks of life to contribute to a conversation.  As a society, it is important to stay in touch with different culture and their opinions.  Essentially, forum posts are for everyone to use and enjoy assuming all the rules, both stated and implied, are followed.  People that read forums can get more perspectives on an issue than they could read an article that only took one side, as a research tool, forum posts have a much more effective means of executing this task.
