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Genre Analysis- Twitter

Introduction: Twitter has emerged into our culture since it began a few years ago and has change the way people communicate through social networking. Twitter has become new form of interaction that allows users to see the latest updates on a variety of popular topics. It is a common place for people around the world to communicate freely with and express their own opinions and ideas. Twitter has not only change the way people interact with each other but has change the way how businesses reach their costumers and how new reports reach their viewers. It is an instant update of information which can be obtained from a mobile phone at a touch of a button. Twitter has allowed celebrities to be “regular people” and regular people to become “celebrities”. 

Content of Twitter: The greatest feature that Twitter has is its ability to be viewed by anyone who has internet whether it is from their phone or computer. The other great feature Twitter also has is the wide variety of people you can watch and follow while using Twitter. For example if a user wants to follow Bill Self, every time he tweets this will show up on the user’s homepage who is following him. A user can follow as many people as they desire. If the user is following Bill Self, Twitter will notify Mr. Self that this user is following him, but does not have to go through a formal request to allow the user to follow like Facebook. 

    Interaction between users on Twitter is the most important aspect of this social media tool. Real time interaction can be updated at the click of the button when responding to a person’s tweet. This response is called “re-tweeting” which is the communication you encounter when responding to another persons tweet. The unofficial goal of a twitter user is to accumulate more followers. The best advice about going about this is to follow as many people as possible and to tweet often. As a person tweets more, a persons name will appear more and more.

Subject and Participants: The creators of Twitter started it to design a website with social networking as its main intent. The main question that people usually answer on twitter is “What are you doing?” Twitter has expanded over the years and has gone another direction with subject matter that is discussed. Analyses of Twitter have broken off different types of subjects into groups that were those most common things to tweet about. These six groups were (News, Spam, Self-Promotion, Pointless Babble, Conversational, Pass-Along Value). The most popular group the analysis found was pointless babble. This type group usually talks about what they are doing at that moment or what they are thinking.
     Among these groups there are different ways to share information that can grab the attention of the user’s audience. An example of a Conversational would be something interesting that a person saw or did. If a person saw a famous person like Michael Jordan in the mall, a person could tweet about it and be immediately updated to their account. A personal journal or blog would not be able to update this as fast which separates Twitter from those genres. 

      Some other examples of the uniqueness of Twitter are its ability to update headline news stories from local and national news outlets. If a huge fire happened downtown and you were not around a T.V. or radio, a person could follow a local news Twitter account and get the latest updates on news stories. Another purpose that is rapidly growing with this genre is business updating new products and discount sales. Users that follow companies on Twitter can get the latest news on certain products before anyone else. Twitter has become a powerful marketing tool that businesses are taking notice of. Also companies are able to get rapid feedback from consumers so they can figure out if their product is doing well or not. 
     Another unique aspect of Twitter is that it can be both anonymous and public. Twitter can allow users to be as private or public as they want. The anonymity of the author and audience has an important impact in the genre of Twitter. It is very important to monitor what you say on your Twitter because anyone on the internet can read it. For example you don’t want to tweet how you are going on a week long vacation because people will know you’re not home and may come rob your place. With Twitter there is not specific audience or author with this genre. The audience is the author and the authors are the audience. That is one of the great things about Twitter is that there is no specific audience or authors. 
Format and Structure: A tweet is unlike any other genre because of how it can be formatted and the variety of topics that can be discussed. A tweet can only consist of 140-characters that usually answer a question. It’s a combination of a blog post and text message. It has the openness of a blog and the format and style like a text message. Because tweets are limited by characters, this challenges Twitter users to be wity and insightful while being concise in a small area. Some people write their tweets in text style with using certain abbreviations. One example would be using the symbol 4 instead the actual word “for”. This allows the user to use more space allowing them to write more in a tiny area. Users like I said tweet about a wide arrange of topics while allowing them to use different kinds of emotions and appeals. 
Conclusion: Twitter is a unique genre that allows people to combine a blog and text message together while sending immediate messages to thousands of people. Twitter has evolved over the years into something that has benefited society with social networking. This genre has allowed us to stay in touch with the latest stories and events while giving feed back right away. Twitter has changed how we send and receive information in fast efficient way that no other genre can compete with. 
